
 
Justin’s Visit to Never Again Fellowship during the remembrance period 

 
Never Again Fellowship Coop is mostly made by  genocide survivors the reason why it was among the groups to 
visit during the commemoration period in order to join survivors while remembering their beloved ones who 
were killed during the 1994 genocide. Visiting them was of a great assistance in terms of providing comfort and 
assistance concerning trauma within survivors. 
 
  Members : This group is made by the following categories of people: 
-Historically marginalized people 
-Genocide survivors 
-People who fled in 1959-1960 and came back to Rwanda after the genocide 
-Families whose members are genocide perpetrators  and are in different prisons 
 
 

 
 

1. These are some of historically 
marginalized people:  the “Twa” group. 

 
     The Twa, or Abatwa are a pygmy people 

who were the oldest recorded 
inhabitants of the Great 
Lakes region of central Africa. Current 
populations are found in the states 
of Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, and the 
eastern portion of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. Throughout Rwanda, 
you can only find historically 
marginalized people who look like this in 
Never Again Fellowship coop. It shows 
that the fact of working together 
without discrimination has been so 
fruitful. 

 
 
 



            Mutwa with traditional bow and arrow 

Batwa women with traditional pottery 

The “Twa” group used to think they could not do 
anything else but pottery and hunting in forests. 
 
They could not think of living in any other area but 
in the forest separately from other people 

What they used to think is a history in Never Again 
Fellowship because those in this cooperative work and 
live with other people to sustain themselves. This is a 
great example throughout Rwanda. When you go 
through the history of those people and you find how 
those in Never Again cooperative look like, you can 
hardly accept that they are Twa people. 
The process of digging the clay and carrying it to their 
settlements has been replaced by the fact of working 
together with others for socialization and a sense of 
their social  and economical livelihood 
 



 
 
 
2. Families whose members are in prisons: 
 
Most of these people are women whose husbands are genocide perpetrators in different prisons. Working 
together with others is of a great significance for them in economical and psychological way. They are helped by 
the group to find food and other facilities to provide to their husbands. 
They don’t feel lonely as long as they spend most of their time working together with others focusing on their 
economical and social changes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3.These are people who fled in 1959-1960 and came back after genocide, the bigger number of their families 
who were in Rwanda  during genocide were killed so most of them are living on their own as widows and 
widowers.  



4. Genocide survivors: All of them have given forgiveness to those who hurt them during the 

genocide and they are peacefully working with some of them who pleaded guilty and are 
released from prisons 



5.  Murderers who pleaded guilty and asked for forgiveness: It is absolutely amazing to see how 
these people work peacefully with those they hurt. The number of them increases in accordance 
to how they are released after pleading guilty and ask for forgiveness. They are willing to rebuild 
what they have destroyed during the genocide 



It is so incredible to see this man sharing together with that lady ( in white blouse) and  he is the 
one who participated in the killing of some of her family members. She forgave him and they 

work together in a friendly environment. They help each other in their livelihood. 



There is no more categorization according to social, ethnic or economic background because they work 
together as one people who have the same commitment and vision for long-term development 

emotionally,socially and economically 



During the commemoration period, they mostly gathered for prayers, sharing experience and participating in 
reburial services during the morning hours and join the commemoration talks in their villages in the afternoon time. 
The murderers were willing to help in the families of survivors by providing them with basic household needs like 
washing, finding fire wood, construction of hedges around the houses,etc 



On the same day, 18 members chosen by others according to how needy they were, were given a 
mattress, basin, plate, cup and a spoon each. The support was less comparing to the number of 
specific beneficiaries but I can say that it was a good start and did not bring any negative feelings 
because those who received the items were selected from the group by the group itself. We pray that 
this will continue because the need is so huge and we want to meet it. 
 

Giving of household items 



This lady used to lay herself down 
on that bed covered by old cloths 
without mattress. It is not easy 
for her ribs to survive such a hard 
situation especially that she also 
has AIDS. Look at her smiling face 
after laying the mattress on her 
bed  

It will not be possible to declare the 
total healing of this lady if she sleeps 
like this and missing sleep is one of the 
greatest factors which undergo the 
deep thinking about the past which can 
lead to traumatism for survivors, that is 
why something has to be done to 
ensure this total healing:” said Justin” 


